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School #2 Fun Run 

By: Bella Plaut and Lily Ciardiello 

 In the fall of October 2018, School #2 held a Fun Run! 

It was organized by our PTA. This was a program organized 

to raise money for our school. Each day of the week, when 

the Fun Run was happening, some people running the 

program, (Mermaid Mel), came to us to talk about raising 

money. They had encouraged each class to watch a video 

every day. The videos were about what skills us students 

should work on, like integrity and teamwork. We had raised 

over $10,000 for our wonderful school. The Fun Run was 

supposed to be held outside where all of the students would 

run around a track and get exercise.  

However, the day the Fun Run happened, it was a 

wet, rainy day. We weren’t allowed to run around on the 

track due to it being slippery. Instead, we stayed inside 

and did a workout. Some exercises we did were jumping 

jacks, push-ups, mountain climbers, etc. Each class made 

a flag which had a name, like (5D, the Daring Donzas and 

the 5G Warriors.) A fellow classmate, Emma Schulman 

(6M), was asked to hold the flag for the National 

Anthem before the events begun. The exercises the Fun 

Run team provided for the students of School #2 were 

very helpful and motivating for students to get into 

better shape. Overall, students claim that the Fun Run was a 

very memorable experience. 



J-LINE AND OMEGA MAN, HERE IN SCHOOL #2? 
By: Ahead Belkheir and Lucy Koretsky 

Right here at School 2 a special event came to school! What is it? You may be wondering. Well for Red 
Ribbon Week, School 2 had quite a surprise. J-line, a pop musician, and the Omega Man, a cartoon 
superhero, showed up to school. The Omega Man was for the younger grades and J-line was for the 

older grades! We all sat down in the gym during Red Ribbon Week. They both taught us about 
respect, being kind and how to prevent bullying in our schools. 

J-line and the Omega Man 

J-line is a contemporary singer and dancer who showed up to School 2 to tell us his story 
about why he became a singer and dancer, and to perform for the students! He was inspired to dance, 

sing and spread positivity to the world. Throughout his life he’s been bullied and that made him 
isolate himself from his family and peers. His mother was worried so she signed him up for 

taekwondo classes. When he went to the class, he did not participate; he just sat in the corner hoping 
no one would see him. One day his master called on him to show the class the moves. He ended up 
being a natural and started to enjoy the class. Then he stopped isolating himself from his family and 

peers. He stood up to bullying and he wanted other people to stop bullying along with him. Now he is 
all grown up and he wants to spread positivity to the world and teach many students to not bully and 

to respect others. As they say, “the student soon becomes that master”. 
The Omega Men are a fictional team of extraterrestrial superheroes who have appeared in 

various comic book series published by DC Comics. Not only have they appeared in various comic 
books, they also appeared RIGHT HERE IN SCHOOL 2! The younger kids had a fun time learning how 

to prevent and stand up to bullying!! Will School 2 have more fun assemblies like this?  
YES!! That is what School 2 is about…learning and having fun AT THE SAME TIME!! 









Red Ribbon Week

By: Ashley Ahn

Recently, we had this week called “Red 
Ribbon Week” where we had a week of 
activities to do in school. It was all about 
stomping out bullies, no drugs, and no 
smoking. One of the activities that was quite 
fun was “Drugs turn your life inside out”. This 
activity encouraged people to wear their 
clothes inside out. Another activity that 
rocked was “Red Out Day”. People were 
asked to wear their red clothes to school! 
Behind all the fun, S.A.D.D (Student 
Against Destructive Decisions) and Ms. 
DeSheplo brainstormed many ideas for 
that week. 

“We thought about having 
students realize that drugs, alcohol, 
smoking, and bullies were not cool”, said 
Ms. Desheplo. “We want them to be safe 
and we want them to learn in one 
awesome way. This is why we do this 
every year”. S.A.D.D officers went 
through the school to determine who 
had the most red. The last activity was 
“Don’t be caught sleeping, say no to 
drugs”. It was Pajama Day!

*Artwork by Elaine Guo









Fire Prevention Week 

By Genti Idrizi 

Fire prevention week was 

amazing! Kids had fun and 

learned a lot! First, they 

brought us the smoke house 

which a lot of kids had fun in 

and learned what it would be 

like in a real life fire. 

Firefighter Phil also came to 

talk to us about fires and how 

to be safe from them. It was a 

very entertaining show for the 

children! Overall, many kids 

and teachers liked Fire 

Prevention Week and learned 

a lot of information on how to 

be safe from fires!

S.A.D.D ELECTIONS 

By Alex Buiel and Omer Sunar 

The S.A.D.D. elections at School #2, 
which were held at the end of October, 
were unusual in a way because out of 
eight students who ran for office, only 
two were boys! Candidates created fun 
posters and gave speeches, then 
everyone in 4th, 5th and 6th grade 
voted for who they wanted to win. The 
elections were for the positions of 
Treasurer, Vice-President and 
President. Candidates for President 
included Alan Tai, Leila Park and 
Valentina Murinigo. Alan Tai won this 
office! Vice-Presidential candidates 
were Claire Kim, Dean Pak and Lucia 
Koretsky, with Dean winning. Finally, 
the Secretary candidates were Adrianna 
Murinigo and Joellin Rodriguez. Joellin 
was elected secretary. Students are 
already grateful that Alan Tai was 
elected president, because he has 
already had a great impact on our 
school by getting Game Night 
organized! Check out our article on that 
in this edition of the Eagle Inquirer. 
Congratulations to all the candidates on 
their hard work and efforts on their 
campaigns! 



Fort Lee School 2 Trunk or Treat 
by Adrianna Murinigo and Joellin Rodriguez 

The Fort Lee School 2 Trunk or Treat started in October of 2017. 
It was hosted by the PTA. They decided to try something new and test it out. 
It went really well and everyone enjoyed it. This second time around (October 
of 2018) we had an even bigger turnout! It took place in the School 2 parking 
lot and in the gym. The gym had colorful decorations, loud and fun music, and 
food. Everyone was in their costumes and they were running around. 

 All the cars were decorated and lined up in the parking lot. They each had their own 
theme. For example, one was emoji themed, another was a mummy. Some got really crazy like 
a Candy Land theme. The cars had bowls of candy in the trunk and you were greeted by the 
lovely PTA.  

Later, there was a table in the gym and you got to vote on which costume you thought 
was the funniest, scariest, and the best. Once all the votes were counted they gathered 
everyone up and they called out the winners. The winners each got a big basket of candy! 

Later that night, Officer Buda and Mr. Brennan took two large buckets of liquid 
slime. With assistance from other staff members, the two buckets of slime were poured on 
their heads. Everyone was cheering and screaming! The reason they poured the slime on their 
heads was because of an event we did in school. The event was called the Boosterthon Fun 
Run. We exercised and raised more than $10,000. 

Next time the Trunk or Treat rolls around make sure you go because you will have a 
blast! 



Halloween Parade

By Genti Idrizi


It was October 31st, and the 
Halloween parade was taking place at 
School #2! The students walked 
around the field, laughing and talking 
about their costumes, as their 
parents watched. Everyone was 
having a good time! Students took 
four laps around the back of the 
school so parents could take pictures. 
This is a favorite fall event, as the 
students of School #2 love to show 
off their costumes and get into the 
Halloween spirit! As a student who 
participated, I can honestly say it 
was very fun! I loved seeing 
everyone’s costumes and being in 
pictures with my friends! It was a 
wonderful afternoon for School #2’s 
Halloween Parade!



Turkey Trot  
by Leila Park, Alexa Castro, and Kayla Lee 

This past October marked the start  
of the 6th annual Turkey Trot, supervised    
by Mrs. Milgram. We collected canned goods, 
non-perishable food items, and frozen 
turkeys. It was a huge success, as we 
walked a total of 25 laps and donated 51 
turkeys. This was a huge improvement over 
the past years; last year we collected 38 
turkeys and walked 25 laps. Some highlights 
of the trot were the huge inflatable turkey 
and the music.  

Six years ago, Mrs. Milgram partnered 
with the Bergen County Center for Food 
Action as a way to give back to those in need. 
With the help of the Center For Food Action, 
a canned goods collection, along with a 
frozen turkey drive was started, bringing 
about the first ever School 2 Turkey Trot. The 
Center for Food Action distributed the 
canned goods as well as the frozen turkeys 
around our community to those in need of a 
hearty Thanksgiving dinner. When asked why 
she decided to start the Turkey Trot, Mrs. 
Milgram responded, “It meant a lot to me to 
give back to those in need and I wanted to 
find a way to get the School 2 students 
involved.” Mrs. Milgram is so proud of the 
School 2 Family for contributing so much to 
this effort. 



veterans day 
by Alexa Castro and Kayla Lee 

Every year on Veterans Day, School 2 celebrates 
by inviting veterans to a Veterans Day concert. 

This past year, fifth and sixth graders dressed in 
red, white, and blue and sang patriotic songs. 
They sang “From the Halls of Montezuma”, 

“The Star-Spangled Banner”, and “America the 
Beautiful” to honor the veterans who fought for 
our country. The PTA provided refreshments, 
such as donuts, for the veterans. Students from 

the 5th and 6th grade were selected by Ms. 
McMahon, our music teacher, to read a poem 

about Veterans Day. These poems were 
dedicated to the veterans who fought for our 

country.  
Veterans Day is the anniversary of the Treaty of 

Versailles, which ended World War I in 1918. On 
this day, veterans are thanked for their service to 

the United States. Veterans Day is usually 
confused with Memorial Day, but these two 
days are different. Memorial Day is a day to 

remember those who lost their lives in the line of 
duty, while Veterans Day is a day to 

commemorate all of those who have served for 
our country, dead or alive. However, the United 
States are not the only ones celebrating Veterans 
Day. Other countries such as Canada, Australia, 

and Great Britain celebrate it, too.

holiday shop 

by Adrianna Murinigo, Joellin Rodriguez, Leila Park 

 The holidays are a special time of year, known 
for the giving spirit and spending time with family. 
The Holiday Shop is the best way for students to 
give loving gifts to the special people in their lives. 
Some students even treat themselves! The gifts in 
the Holiday Shop might be little, but every gift has 
meaning to it. The Holiday Shop at School #2 takes 
place in the mini-theatre during school hours and 
after-school for students who would like to go with 
their parents. Pet toys, sports team merch, jewelry, 
and so much more is available. The parents of the 
PTA meticulously organize the items so that there 
are different tables for each family member, friends, 
teachers, and even pets! Students are greeted by the 
lovely and thoughtful parents of the PTA who 
provided such special gifts with understanding 
prices. 

Even teachers can shop for their loved ones 
as well! The best part of the Holiday Shop is that 
everyone is included. All can get funny, cute, useful 
or meaningful gifts for their family and friends. This 
could be a memorable moment to purchase items for 
loved ones. The Holiday Shop brings joy to people’s 
faces every year. You don’t want to miss it next year! 

*Artwork by  
Fiona Kwa

*Artwork by 
Christine Han



IS SCHOOL #2 BECOMING HOGWARTS?!

By: Ahead Belkheir and Lucy Koretsky


 Not only is Harry a wizard, but so are some of our School #2 students!! Right here in 
School #2, students participate in their own Hogwarts! Ms. Tomarchio and Ms. DiBartolo went out 
of their way to send everyone on Platform 9 ¾ and onto the Hogwarts 
Express, straight into Hogwarts! Students in grade 4-6 got to sign up to 
be a wizard! So far, they got a chance to make their own wands, which is like 
the real Hogwarts experience of going to Ollivanders. Along the way, the 
students have read Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone and interacted 
with their peers to take a deeper step inside the Wizard World. Whether 
Gryffindor, Hufflepuff, Ravenclaw, or Slytherin, the students are ready to 
take on what Hogwarts brings them! 

 “I solemnly swear I'm up to no good” ~ Harry Potter

 You know who else is up to no good? Ms. Tomarchio and Ms. DiBartolo! They had a 
mischievous idea to make a HARRY POTTER BOOK CLUB right here in School #2. They organized 
everything out of their love for Harry Potter. Ms. Tomarchio, a kindergarten teacher at School 
#2 and  co-founder of the Harry Potter Book club, said “I read Harry Potter ever since third 
grade. I have always loved it.” Ms. DiBartolo, the LASS teacher at  School #2  and the co-
founder of the Harry Potter Book Club said, “We both [Ms. DiBartolo and Ms. Tomarchio] love 
Harry Potter and we wanted to share our love.” Both teachers give up their Thursday afternoons 
to spend time with Harry Potter fans, just like them!

 You may be wondering what students do in this club. First of all, they introduce this 
amazing and intriguing book to the many students who have never read this book before! In the 
beginning, they got sorted into houses using the old sorting hat. Then they were assigned jobs 
for everyone in the houses. They read the book and used accountable talk to discuss the book 
with their house. The students got opinions from everyone in the house about how to interpret 
the actions of Harry and the other characters’ actions. Soon the club members will get to play 
quidditch and having yet another Hogwarts experience! 

 The students of School #2’s Harry Potter Book Club all love Harry Potter, the character, 
and the wonderful world created by J.K. Rowling. This club helps them experience Harry Potter 
like never before! Many of fourth, fifth, and sixth graders enjoy being apart of this amazing 
club! But what about next year? Will there be another year of Harry Potter Book Club? Yes, 
there will be! Ms. Tomarchio said, “So what I think would be cool is to keep doing the book club 

*Artwork by 
Fiona Kwa



GAME NIGHT 
By Alex Buiel and Omer Sunar 

These days it seems like everyone loves video games, but students can not play 
them at school. In fact, sometimes they can’t even talk about some of the games 

during class time or throughout the school day. But School #2’s   SADD President, 
Alan Tai, organized an afternoon where students can use their video games, called 
Game Night. At this event, students could bring their own devices and play them. 

Students played games such as Zelda, Pokemon, and other adventure and logic 
games. At this event, students could have fun, talk to others and play together! 

The game night took place in the School #2 library after school from 3pm to 4pm 
Anyone who goes to School #2 could participate in the event. Even the teachers 

could enjoy the game night! The School #2  music teacher, Ms. McMahon, 
brought in her own gaming computer and even let some students play on it.



School 2’s Amazing 2018 Winter Concert 
By: Alan Tai 

The Winter Concert at School 2 for 4th to 
6th grade is one of the fantastic events which 

happens each year. The 2018 Winter Concert on 
December 20, 2018, was no exception. With the 
strings playing, the band entertaining, and the choirs 
singing, it was a fantastic day. Much of the school 
participated in this event for parents’ and 

children’s entertainment alike. The Winter Concert is 
a way to give back to the parents and teachers of 
School 2 by showing our hard work to them. It’s 
also a great way to spread some festive cheer to 
everyone. Here’s some information about what 

happened during the concert. 
The strings group, led by Mr. Rutkovsky, 

were the first ones to play when the concert 
began. With Intermediate groups and Advanced 
groups performing, music filled the air around us. 

Many festive songs were played, which included 
Hanukkah songs such as “Dreidel” to Christmas 
songs such as “Jingle Bells.” 

Next, the band played, which was lead by 
Ms. McFarland. Intermediate and Advanced band 

groups performed in the concert and the tunes 
spread holiday cheer. An example was the song 
“Winter Wonderland” played by some of the band 
students. The audience certainly enjoyed the band 
playing! 

Finally, the choir sang at the concert. This 
year, songs of all types were sung. Some songs 
were about the winter season which was upon us, 
while others were about the holidays. Songs related 
to both Christmas and Hanukkah were sung. With so 

many songs sung by the choruses, it was a great 
way to finish the Winter Concert! Overall, the Winter 
Concert was a great success, and the future 
performances are looked forward to by everyone. 

*Artwork by Christine Han



Teacher of the Year 

By: Tavisha Jain 

 Ms. Jessica Tomarchio was awarded “Teacher of the Year”. Ms. Tomarchio 

is a kindergarten teacher. Ms.Tomarchio deserves this award because Ms.Tomarchio has been 
teaching for six years. Before kindergarten, Ms. Tomarchio taught fourth and sixth grade. 
Ms.Tomarchio has lots of experience teaching and does an exceptional job teaching. She is just 
one of our Teachers of the Year at School #2!  
 Mrs. Tara Deady was selected as “Educational Service Provider of the Year.” Mrs. 
Deady helps first graders and second graders develop their reading skills in School Two and 
School Three. Also, she taught first, second and fourth grades. Mrs. Deady taught for 29 
years and in Fort Lee for 27 of those years. Mrs. Deady deserves this award because she 
helps the students become stronger in reading. Mrs. Deady works hard and is determined to 
teach the students. Mrs. Deady currently teaches the SMART Reading Program. There is no 
teacher who can replace Mrs. Deady! 

Congratulations to both Ms. Tomarchio and Mrs. Deady! Thank you for being such 
wonderful teachers! 



Chinese New Year Assembly 
By: Ashley Ahn 

Recently, this year, the PTA sponsored a spectacular  

assembly on Chinese New Year at School 2. This special time took place in the 

All-Purpose room a.k.a, the gym. This assembly was organized by Ms. Ng, and thanks 

to her, we learned how the Chinese celebrate Lunar New Year.  

Why did she suddenly organize this assembly to take place on Chinese New 

Year? She did this so that others that do not celebrate Lunar New Year know why 

this special occasion takes place every year. Elaine Guo was interviewed because she 

was a part of the performance. She said, “Ms. Ng emailed those who celebrate Lunar 

New Year and offered roles to those who accepted to participate.” This special 

assembly based on Chinese New Year was very important, and the students worked 

hard to help others understand what they did on this special occasion.  

*Artwork by Elaine Guo



 No Name Calling Week 
By: Tavisha Jain 

 No Name Calling Week was organized by Mrs.Desheplo, our school counselor. No 
Name Calling Week was from January 22, 2019, to January 27, 2019. During this week, we 
learned about the history of No Name Calling Week and how it all started. Throughout 
the week, we also learned important facts about bullying and how to stop bullying in our 
school. On the first day of No Name Calling Week, the PTA sponsored a really cool 
presentation. A group of people projected videos of children being respectful and 
helping people in our gym. The group was called Expect Good Things. 

During that week we did many things to show that we are not bullies. One thing 
that we did was Mix It Up Lunch. This was when students in grades 4-6 got a chance to 
sit with students and friends in another class on Friday. Each day we did something 
different to show that we are not bullies. For example, the students did a pledge to not 
call other students names they don’t like to be called. On another day we wrote name 
tags that were given out to remind students to call students by their own names. On a 
different day we had a Character Award Assembly that awards the students in K-6 who 
follow the the theme of the month.  

During lunch and recess, Mrs. DeSheplo holds Peer Mediation to help with any 
conflicts that students may have. The younger grades did coloring sheets that had nice 
quotes on them. Finally, we had students in grades 2-6 write what their name means and 
why they were named that. No Name Calling Week was a really eye opening week that 
taught us to accept everyone no matter what. 



School #2’s Valentine’s Day Event 
By: Alan Tai 

Each year, School #2 does something during Valentine’s Day to share the love 
between all students! From having students be able to give each other origamis to 
letting them gift candies to one another, each past Valentine’s Day event was a 

success. This year’s event was too! Here’s what happened on Valentine’s Day at School #2. 
Planned by the SADD group led by Miss DeSheplo, the Valentine’s Day event for 

2019 wanted to let students give back to their peers in small, but meaningful ways. With 
this thought, the perfect idea was created. Students in SADD decided to create little 
paper compliments which were hand-colored, and these compliments would be given out 
to students during lunch. Students that got a compliment could give the compliment to 
someone else to show love and respect. This was a great way to show that you 
appreciate someone! SADD made what seemed like hundreds of compliments on 
Valentine’s Day and got ready to give them out the next day. 

When the plan was put into action on Friday, February 15, many students received 
compliments and gave them to one another. Students were delighted to accept them, and 
those giving them out felt great too! Students at School #2 were doing nice things for 
one another, a fantastic way to celebrate the kindness surrounding Valentine’s Day. 

Valentine’s Day of 2019 was a well-planned out event by SADD that was 
meaningful to everyone. The hard-working students in SADD planned something special to 
reflect the great work from events in years prior. This year’s Valentine’s Day event was 
undoubtedly a good one! 



Newspaper Club 
Advisors 

Ms. Christal 
Mrs. Milgram 
Ms. Tomarchio

American Heart Association;  

Kids Heart Challenge 

By: Lily Ciardiello & Bella Plaut 

 This past February, on 2/12- 2/14, Fort Lee School #2 held our 2nd Annual Kids Heart 
Challenge in gym class! The American Heart Association asks schools around the United States to 
donate money to people who were unfortunately born with unhealthy hearts. Luckily, School #2’s 
awesome principal, Mr. Brennan and great P.E teacher, Mrs. Beffre decided that helping others is 
something worthwhile to accomplish and promised to encourage students to donate. The American 
Heart Association also asked if students can do a workout in gym class to get in “hearty” spirit. The 
Kids Heart Challenge was very fun and helped whip students into shape. There was options of jumping 
rope, mountain climbers, tic-tac-toe toss and many more! Also, it encouraged students to take care of 
their bodies and to be thankful about their healthy lifestyles. With the end results, our school raised an 
impressive $2,663! Because of School #2’s wonderful deeds, our community assisted in helping 
people in danger of failing hearts. All students and their families who donated to this cause should be 
proud of themselves because they care for others, even if they are caring for strangers. 


